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WASHINGTON — In a secret 1977 legal opininn, for-
. mer attorney general Gritfin Beli said the CIA is not
required by a 1974 law to tell Congress in advance of its
.covert activities abroad, it was disclosed yesterday.
The opinion, an excerpt of which was released by the
Justice Department, states that thedaw- rrequires the CIA

2 il

3 »-to give Congress “timely” notice of its special activities
abroad — but not necessarily prior notice.

-~ A 1978 executive order, signed by President Cartor

- and a Senate resolution both require the CIA to give pn-‘ ‘
or notice.of covert action, according to offmaxs of t‘le
. .Senate Intelligence Committee. i

It could not be learned how much wexgh the admxm;- !
, tration has given to Bell's interpretation of the reporting |
‘requirements in the 1974 Huunes-Ryan Amendment to
the Forzign Assistance Act. -

But William Miller, staff director of tha Ime]hgence
Committee which oversees the CIA’s operations, said the
panel never was advised of the Bell opinion. He said
since Président Carter signed the executive order, the
committee had presumed until recently it was receiving

rior notification of covert actwmes durng the last two
“years.

Kenneth Bass Atty. Gen Ben]amm Clvxlettl S coun-

sel for mtelhgence policy, said the opxmon apphes to all

CIA activities other than spying.

- CIA Director Stansfield Turner shocked senators in
tesumony before the Senate Intelligence Committee on
Feb. 21 when he told the panel it had. recelved less mfor—
mation than it thought it was getting’

Turner; who was objectmg to language m a proposed
CIA charter-that would require such advance notice in
“the-future, disclosed the CIA did not give the commlttees
pnor notice of some operations.. .. Lotior- e 1

Turner said the CIA withheld prior notice on partxcu-
larly sensitive operatxons because-of fears the details
-weuld leak, and that in some cases the agency had yet to
“inform the mtelhgence commmees at all
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